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 President’s Note 
 Cheryl L. Clark, ACP - KALA President 

 
 
 It was 10 short years ago when everyone anticipated what would happen 
as we turned the calendar from 1999 to the year 2000.  I recall everyone, 
including myself, stocking shelves with perishables, water and anything else due 
to the uncertainty of the year 2000.  Can 10 years really pass that fast? Here we 
are in 2009 and pretty soon we will be turning the calendar again for the next 10 
years.   
 
 As I look back on the last several years, I feel very content with the 
choices I have made in my career.  I believe that to love what you do and 
succeed at it, you must “step outside the box” and get involved.  I made the 
choice to do just that.  I have to admit that there are times when it feels like I 
have taken on more than I can handle, but I have never regretted “getting 
involved.”   
 
 I have been lucky enough to meet outstanding educators, attorneys and 
other paralegals from all over the United States.  Many have provided inspiration 
and left lasting impressions.  I have learned something new and useful from each 
and every one of these individuals.  Due to the contacts I have made and making 
the decision to become involved, I have been asked to serve on school advisory 
boards, I have served  the American Bar Association with recertifying the 
paralegal programs at Washburn University and Johnson County Community 
College, and currently serve on the NALA certifying board.  I feel I have more 
than achieved my career goals by stepping outside that box and being involved.  
It has been a huge commitment, but the return has been multi-fold.   
 
 I encourage everyone within the KALA membership reading this 
message to get involved at some level either in your association or within the 
profession itself.  It is very fulfilling and you will make lifelong friends.  The 
only way to meet and really get to know your fellow KALA (and NALA) 
members is to serve on a board or be part of a committee.  Anyone wanting to 
get to know your fellow members or just get to know them better should consider 
getting involved and attending monthly meetings, attend the annual seminar or 
serve on a committee.    
 

Editor 
Nancy Mendenhall, ACP 

 

Assistant Editor 
Jeannie Taylor Kline 

Technical Editorial Staff 
Liz Unruh 

Angie Beehler 

Proofreaders 
Pam Bailey 

Sharon K. Kincaid, CLA 
Clarissa M. Scillia 

Sherri Teer 
 

Disclaimer: 
The views expressed in KALA Reports are those of the 
individual authors and may not reflect the official view of 
the Kansas Association of Legal Assistants and no endorse-
ment of those views should be inferred unless specifically 
affirmed as the official position of the Kansas Association 
of Legal Assistants. 
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Remarks from Your KALA Editorial Staff 

KALA Reports (the “Reports”) is the looking glass into the Kansas Association of Legal 
Assistants and many times, can be the first connection of our organization, NALA, the State of 
Kansas, the paralegal profession and most importantly, the individuals who make up KALA.  
The Reports has held, throughout the years, a reputation of being a top-rate newsletter, 
providing an excellent source for our members and the legal community. 
 
After a short hiatus, the Reports is back and better than ever.  As many of our members are 
aware, compiling our newsletter involves the efforts of everyone as well as providing the 
perfect venue to showcase non-members, NALA representatives and individuals from the 
Kansas and Wichita legal communities.  The excitement of bringing many into a single project 
such as an affiliate newsletter provides KALA an ability to publicize its very important 
educational programs, community projects and most importantly, what makes it tick . . . the 
members of KALA. 
 
To make this happen, KALA members should take a minute and ponder what your contribution 
could be to make every edition special and present a positive reflection of our organization.  
Busy and hectic are words that go hand-in-hand with the paralegal profession and we are all 
aware of the demands each of us face.  On a daily basis, each of us is asked to contribute our 
talents, time and the list goes on and on. 
 
The email addresses of the Editorial Staff are listed below and you are invited to contact us with 
suggestions, ideas, article topics and any other input.   
 
As we begin an exciting and busy year in KALA, we look to bring the professional as well as 
personal news and events in each edition of the Reports, adding to the overall vision of our 
organization. 
 
Your Editorial Staff  
 
Nancy Mendenhall, ACP 
Nancy.e.mendenhall@spiritaero.com 
 
Jeannie Kline 
Jeannie.Kline@KochChemTech.com 
 
Liz Unruh 
lizunruh@d-o-c-s.net 
 
Angie Beehler 
abeehler@d-o-c-s.net 



 

KALA Report July 2009                          Page 4 

Hunter Douglas Bird 
born April 10, 2009 

is the new son of member 
Shelly Bird & Doug Bird 

Aryanna Renay Crooks 
born June 19, 2009 

is the daughter of member 
Heather Crooks & Kyan Crooks 

Cassandra Mae and  
Oscar Timothy Anderson  

born April 16, 2009 
are the children of member 

Amy Jo Anderson & Jason Anderson 

KALA REPORTS CONNECTS WITH MEMBERS 

In future issues, we will be providing you with announcements on births, 
marriages as well as other personal information to share with everyone.  Our 
members are what make KALA special and we look forward to hearing about 
personal updates, so please, if you have a special event or new addition or news, 
contact us so that this can be shared.  
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KALA Events 

KALA CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Cheryl Clark & Linda Siders,  Amy Jo Anderson, Annette Meece  
& Doris Hite 

Andrea Currillo & Shannon Baker  Sharla Englebright & Shannon Baker 

Yes, we are sharing these wonderful pictures from the KALA Christmas Party!  What better 
time when it is 90 plus degrees out than to see all of these shinning faces of our members who 
attended the KALA get-together. 
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        KALA EVENTS/MEETINGS 

Those who volunteered to help sell food court tickets this year had a great time.  I would like to thank Doris Hite 
and Susan Baughn for helping out this year.  I would also like to include a big thanks to Jim Hite (Doris’ husband) 
and my daughter, Rebecca Meece.  I also recruited a few other people so we would have enough people helping 
out which are Teresa Yoder, Kara Yoder, and June Huie.  I know that graduations and kids sporting events kept 
some of you away this year, so please mark on your calendar for next year’s RiverFest on May 15, 2010 because 
the more we have the more fun we have.  
 

We also received a thank you letter from Wichita Festivals, Inc. thanking us for our continued help, which is 
included with these KALA Reports.  See you next year !!!!!! 
 

Annette Meece, CLA 

KALA’s annual meeting and seminar was on June 5, 2009, at the Wichita Hilton.  Despite the recession and many 
members and law firms tightening their belts, we had great attendance.  Many law firms and vendors were very 
generous to KALA in supporting our annual seminar with sponsorships and giveaways.  Please support our 
vendors and thank them for their contribution. 

The first presenter was Sarah Geering, forensic scientist in the DNA/Biology lab at the Sedgwick County Regional 
Forensic Science Center.  Just when we thought that we could not bear to hear about BTK again, Ms. Geering 
fascinated us with information regarding the use of DNA technology in the investigation and arrest of BTK. 

Stacia Boden, employment law attorney at Kutak Rock, L.L.P., spoke about her experience as a legal administrator 
prior to attending law school.  Ms. Boden shared her perspective on the valuable experience that she obtained 
working in a law office as a non-lawyer. 

Gaye Tibbets, litigation attorney at Hite, Fanning & Honeyman, L.L.P., gave a presentation about the Supreme 
Court employment law decision in Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. 

Susan Peters, co-anchor of KAKE News, spoke about her personal and professional experiences along the road to 
her success.  Ms. Peters entertained us with her perspective on life, happiness, and her professional achievements. 

KALA’s annual meeting followed the luncheon.  KALA’s president, Cheryl Clark, ACP, conducted the meeting 
and we heard reports from all board members and committee chairs.  Kim Gray, ACP, was presented with an 
appreciation award for her long time service to KALA. 

Karen Sanders-West, ACP, J.D., spoke about ethics that she has learned and practiced throughout her career.  She 
shared her experiences as a student, teacher, and paralegal during her long and distinguished career. 

Gloria Farha-Flentje, Senior Vice President, Corporate Administration and Human Resources, for Spirit 
AeroSystems, Inc. gave us a presentation on the human resources challenges that Spirit is experiencing in 2009 
with a downward economy. 

Detective Russell Smith with the Financial Crimes Unit of the Wichita Police Department gave us many examples 
of how we expose ourselves as potential victims of identity theft and financial crimes.  His real life examples of 
financial crimes and identity theft were eye opening. 

Many thanks to the seminar committee: Kim Gray, CP, Shelly Bird, ACP, Cheryl Clark, ACP, and Tracy Duarte 
for their hard work on the seminar. 
 

Linda Siders, ACP 

2009 KALA ANNUAL MEETING AND SEMINAR 

KALA MEMBERS ASSIST AT 2009 RIVERFEST 
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ID THEFT: 
 

Detective Rusty Smith with the Wichita Police Department spoke on Identity Theft at our annual KALA seminar.  His 
presentation left lots of us amazed at the “Dos and Don’ts” when it comes to protecting your private information.  I’m sure, 
as I did, a lot of you were sitting there thinking how you’ve done a few, if not more, of the “Don’ts” when it comes to 
protecting your financial security!  Detective Smith gave us some great tips on how to protect your financial and personal 
information so you don’t become another statistic in the world of identity theft! 
 

For starters, be aware that the most popular ways to steal ones’ personal information include dumpster diving, mailbox 
theft, unsolicited telephone calls asking for personal and financial information, and theft from parked vehicles.  In addition, 
probably the most disturbing crime that is on the rise is residential burglaries.  Your home is broken into but nothing is 
stolen.  Instead pictures are taken of your financial and personal information throughout your home or office and then sold 
to the highest bidder! 
 

There are ways to protect yourself and your loved ones.  Following are a few tips Detective Smith provided to help avoid 
becoming that “statistic”: 
 

•         Never give out personal and/or financial information over the phone.  If the person calling you indicates 
they are with your bank or some type of other financial institution, get their number and call them back. 

•         Never reply to e-mails that ask you to respond with personal and/or financial information.  If the e-mail 
appears to come from a bank or institution that you involved with, call them to verify the need for the 
request.  And always use unique passwords that would be hard for others to figure out. 

•         Never leave items in plain sight in your vehicle.  Even leaving these items, such as your purse, in the trunk 
can be dangerous if a criminal breaks into the vehicle.  All they have to do is “pop the trunk!”  

•         Never throw away anything that has any personal and/or financial information printed on it.  Invest in a 
personal shredder and USE IT!! 

 

We all get busy in our daily lives to add yet another “To Do” on our list.  However, the amount of time it will take you undo 
the damage done to your credit  outweighs the small steps you can take to protect yourself and your family from the ever 
increasing crime of Identity Theft.  Don’t Be A Victim! 
 

Shelly Bird, ACP 

The KALA Board Members have decided to schedule 
a summer time picnic for all of the members and their 
families.  The picnic will be at the Sedgwick County 
Park in the Shelter # 2 from 4:00 p.m. until whenever 
on Sunday August 2, 2009.  We will try to eat around 
5:30 p.m.  This will give us and our families an 
opportunity to take advantage of the park’s activities 
before and after eating. We play a little softball so 
please bring your bats, gloves, and balls.  If softball is 
not up your alley, then they also have volleyball 
courts, basketball court, horseshoes, and several 
playgrounds.  KALA will be providing hamburgers 
and hotdogs along with the plates, napkins, and eating 
utensils.  We would like to ask that everyone bring the 
condiments, chips, salads and desserts.  Please RSVP 
to me at ameece@kmazlaw.com and let me know 
what you would like to bring so that way we don’t 
have 10 jars of ketchup and 1 bag of chips.  I will 
provide a map of the park in an email to all members a 
little closer to the date.  Please mark your calendars for 
August 2nd and join us for some fun. 
 

Annette Meece, CLA 

LOOKING FORWARD 

Mark your calendars for SEPTEMBER 
1, 2009.  This is the date in which 
KALA will kick off a new year.  This 
will provide a chance to get to know one 
another better and to learn about the 
many activities, committees and 
opportunities for everyone to become 
involved to make KALA your signature 
organization.  We will enjoy a buffet 
from Doc Greens compliments of 
KALA at noon at the conference room 
at Foulston Siefkin law firm.  Please 
plan on attending and call another 
member or potential member or visitor 
and invite them to attend this fun and 
interesting meeting. 
 

Susan K. Teel 

KICK OFF A NEW YEAR 
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   COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

Community projects and KALA have worked hand-in-hand and through the years the 
membership has provided support to many charities and projects, assisting our 
community and state.  If any members would be interested in contributing their time and/
or talents, please contact Sharon Kincaid, CLA. 
 

Making A Difference 
By Deidra K. Thomas, CLA 
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Wichita Children’s Home 
BRIDGES Program 
 
We have had a great time cooking for the kids in the Wichita Children’s Home BRIDGES Program.  Thank you to 
everyone who has been involved!  We cooked every month in 2008 and we have cooked every month in 2009 except 
May.   
 
Thank you to everyone who donated candy in October.  We were able to deliver Halloween treat bags to the kids.  The 
kids were very surprised and pleased to receive them (you never outgrow treat bags!).   
 
Members who have cooked so far in 2009 include: Shelly Bird, Teresa Shaad, Paula Williams, Sharon Kincaid, Margo 
Ottman, Susan Teel, and Deidra Thomas. Thank you all for contributing your time and skills to this important effort.  
 
There have been a number of articles in the Wichita Eagle recently regarding the BRIDGES program.  I hope you have 
had a chance to read them.  The following is a link to the most recent article: http://www.kansas.com/news/
story/856052.html  
 
We need volunteers for July 20, August 17, and September 21!  Please let me know if you want to serve! 
 

A hundred years from now it will not matter 
what my bank account was, the sort of house I 
lived in, or the kind of car I drove...but the world 
may be different because I was important in the 
life of a child.  Forest E. Witcraft 

 
Deidra Thomas 
dthomas@foulston.com 

This is Ralphie.  He is a very sweet and loving kitty. 
 
He was a stray that someone found. 
 
He was taken to Cimarron Vet because a dog had 
caught him and bit him and tore up the back end. 
 
The vet had to remove his tail.  He has come out of it 
in a fine manner. 
 
He can be seen at LAPP. 
 
Sharon Kincaid, CLA 

KALA sold tickets for $5 each at the annual seminar as a fundraiser for Lifeline 
Animal Placement & Protection (LAPP).  A free night's stay at the Airport Hilton was 
the prize.  Ninety-five dollars were collected and donated to LAPP, and this was put in 
the litter fund.  Every six weeks 100 bags of 20 pound litter bags are purchased.  At 
the end of the day, the winner of the drawing was, believe it or not, me. 
 
Sharon Kincaid, CLA 
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\Click on the course name for a course description, registration,  
and speaker bio information. 

Day and Time 
Central Time LIVE! Course Category 

August 2009 
 Friday, August 14, 2009 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 Judgment and Legal Analysis 
Virginia Koerselman, Attorney  CLA/CP Exam Review 

 Tuesday, August 18, 2009 
1 - 3 p.m. 

U.S. Citizenship and Naturalization 
Nikki Mehrpoo Jacobson, Attorney  General CLE  

Wednesday, August 19, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Covering Your Bases: Cover Letters, 
Resumes,  

& Portfolios 
Terry Halstead, ACP 

General CLE 
Non-substantive 

Thursday, August 20, 2009 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Elder Law II 
Mitzi Wortman, RNC, CCM, LNCC 

General CLE 
Intermediate 

Thursday, August 20, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m. 

Civil Litigation: Part I 
Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD CLA/CP Exam Review 

Monday, August 24, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m. 

Civil Litigation: Part II 
Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD CLA/CP Exam Review 

Wednesday, August 26, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m. 

Civil Litigation: Part III 
Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD CLA/CP Exam Review 

Thursday, August 27, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Ethics 
Vicki Voisin, ACP 

CLA/CP Exam Review 
Ethics 

September 2009 
 Wednesday, September 9, 2009 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
Legal Descriptions for Real Estate 

Glenn Leier, Attorney  
General CLE 

Intermediate  
Friday, September 11, 2009 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  
Written Communications 

Virginia Koerselman, Attorney  CLA/CP Exam Review  

Tuesday, September 15, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m.  

Basic Evidence 
Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD  General CLE  

Monday, September 21, 2009 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

E-Discovery: What You Should Know 
Dorothe Howell, ACP General CLE 

Tuesday, September 22, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m. 

Intermediate Evidence 
Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD General CLE 

 Wednesday, September 23, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Real Estate Title Searches 
Glenn Leier, Attorney  

General CLE 
Intermediate  

Friday, September 25, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Blue Book Review of Citing 
Mary Kubichek, BS, MA, JD  

CLA/CP Exam Review 
Advanced  

Tuesday, September 29, 2009 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Basic Business Organizations 
Kelly LaGrave, ACP  CLA/CP Exam Review  

Tuesday, September 29, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m.  

Advanced Evidence 
Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD  

General CLE 
Advanced  

October 2009 
Thursday, October 1, 2009 

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  
Advanced Ethics 
Vicki Voisin, ACP 

General CLE 
Ethics  

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m.  

American Legal System: Part 1 
Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD  CLA/CP Exam Review  

Wednesday, October 7, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Estate Planning Part 1 Generation 
Skipping Transfers 

Ed Armstrong, Attorney  
General CLE 
Advanced  

   
   

   

NALA Connection 
Linda Siders, ACP 

NALA Liaison 

NALA Campus Live!! 
 
Check out the Fall 2009 Schedule for NALA Campus Live!  If you have never participated in 
any of the web CLE presentations, we urge you to review the schedule and to make a point to 
consider taking one or more of these excellent presentations 

KALA Report July 2009                                                                                                     Page 15 
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Thursday, October 8, 2009 
Noon - 2 p.m.  

Intellectual Property Law: What 
Every Paralegal  
Should Know 

Nevin Schaffer, Attorney  
General CLE 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m.  

American Legal System: Part 2 
Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD  CLA/CP Exam Review  

Monday, October 12, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m. 

Fact Analysis and Investigation 
Patricia Gustin, CP, CFEI General CLE 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Deciphering the Medical Record 
Amy Temkin General CLE 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Real Estate Title Closings 
Glenn Leier, Attorney 

General CLE 
Intermediate 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Ethics and Technology 
Vicki Voisin, ACP 

General CLE 
Ethics 

Friday, October 16, 2009 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Legal Research 
Virginia Koerselman, Attorney CLA/CP Exam Review 

Tuesday, October 20, 2009 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Mergers and Acquisitions: What 
Every Paralegal  
Should Know 

Sharon Werner, ACP 
General CLE 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Estate Planning Part 2:  
Applicable Exclusion Amount to Off-

set Federal Gift Taxes  
and Federal Estate Taxes; Annual 

Exclusions  
and Marital Education 

Ed Armstrong, Attorney 

General CLE 
Advanced 

Friday, October 23, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

The Art of Public Speaking 
Vicki Kunz, ACP 

General CLE 
Non-substantive 

Monday, October 26, 2009 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

PowerPoint 2007 for Paralegals 
Kathy Miller, ACP, CAS General CLE 

Tuesday, October 27, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Trademark Prosecution 
Deborah Hampton, IP Manager General CLE 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

When I Grow Up I Want To Be 
Debra Monke, ACP 

General CLE 
Non-substantive 

November 2009 
 Wednesday, November 4, 2009 

3 - 5 p.m. 
Freedom of Information Act 

Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD  General CLE  

Thursday, November 5, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

New gTLDs: The Next Step In Do-
main Name/ 

Trademarks Management 
Debra Monke, ACP  

General CLE  

 Tuesday, November 10, 2009 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Deciphering the Medical Record - 
Intermediate 
Amy Temkin  

General CLE 
Intermediate  

Wednesday, November 11, 2009 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Storyboarding Your Case 
Patricia Gustin, CP, CFEI General CLE 

Wednesday, November 11, 2009 
3 - 5 p.m. 

Legislative and Regulatory Law for 
Paralegals 

Patricia Gustin, CP, CFEI 
General CLE 

Thursday, November 12, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Time Management Techniques and 
Strategies 

Vicki Voisin, ACP 
General CLE 

Non-substantive 

Monday, November 16, 2009 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Power Up Your PowerPoint 2007 
Kathy Miller, CAS, ACP General CLE 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Commercial Leases 
Glenn Leier, Attorney 

General CLE 
Intermediate 

Friday, November 20, 2009 
Noon - 2 p.m.  

Advanced Discovery Techniques 
Rhonda Reid  General CLE  

Remember, all times are listed in Central Time. To register for a course click on the course title. 
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NALA Affiliates Table by Annette Meece, CLA 
 
Shannon Baker and I have volunteered to create our affiliates table at this year’s NALA convention.  We have 
decided to go with a theme of aviation, since Wichita is named the “Air Capital of the World”.  In keeping 
with our theme of “Flying From the Sunflowers to the Beach”, we will have pictures of old and new airplanes 
and the history of Wichita’s aviation.  We will be giving away chocolate covered sunflower seeds and the 
Wichita Aviation Museum has provided us brochures to pass out.  Also, in a group effort with HALA, we will 
be passing out lip balms to the attendees to protect every ones lips from the San Diego sunshine.  We will take 
pictures of our table and include them in our next KALA Reports. 
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KALA Membership 
Shelly Bird, ACP 

KALA Membership Chair 

Membership Report 
 

Total Members          Categories          Certified          Complimentary  
       108                    Voting Members            59                          49 
         4                    Affiliate Members            0                            4 
         2                  Sustaining Members           0                            2 
         3                     Student Members             0                            3 
 

       117                      Total Members             59                         49 
    
54.44 % of the KALA Membership are Certified.  

Welcome to the Following New KALA Members: 
 

Member Profile 
Ronda Welsh has multiple jobs that feed her passion of helping people in their relationships.  
She is a legal assistant, mediator and relationship coach.   
 

Two years ago Ronda stumbled on a career path that has taken her deeper into her passion - 
coaching.  She completed relationship coaching training with Center for Right Relationship in 
April 2009.   She specializes in helping single people who are frustrated with the dating scene, 
create quality relationships.  She has become known as “the relationship guru” to many.  She 
remembers one time when two single women were fighting over who would get to talk to her 
next about their “guy issues”.  She has written a book partly on dating and being single, which 
is expected to be published soon. 

 

She is confident and independent and has been extremely satisfied and happy with being single, but 
believes her life will not be complete until she is married to that someone special.  She could not have 
found better way to get what she wants than by helping others get it also through her relationship 
coaching. 
 

She has been a Kansas resident her entire life.  She has been a single parent for approximately 19 
years and successfully raised a daughter, now 22, and son, now 20.  She spends as much time as 
possible with her three year old grandson blowing bubbles and building sand castles. 
 

She is very active, not much on TV….loves to go camping, fishing, golfing, traveling, and so much 
more.  You can find her at 3:00 a.m. on Friday before the final day of the Wichita River Festival staking 
out her spot on the river where she will spend the entire day and evening with friends and family. 
 

She takes her relationship with God seriously and is very involved at Life Church in Augusta, Kansas, 
where she serves in many capacities. 
 

She began her career as a legal assistant in 1994 when she received her Associates Degree in Legal 
Assistant at WSU and shortly thereafter joined KALA.   She received her CLA in August of 1995 and her 
CLAS in civil litigation in September 1998.  After trying on several areas of law for size, she found the 
one she loves the most…domestic.  For approximately the last eight years she has been helping people 
through divorces and custody cases. Four years ago she discovered she could delve even further into 
this passion by becoming a mediator for the courts.  She is Kansas Supreme Court approved in Core 
and Domestic mediation and is in the process of finishing certification for Parent/Adolescent mediation.   
“When I have helped a client get through the emotional divorce process and they see hope at the end, 
or when I have completed a successful mediation where the parents are not going to be putting the child 
in the middle, or when a coaching client has a major breakthrough about relationships, I experience 
such gratification I cannot even describe it. I know it is completely a God thing every time!” 
She is glad to have reconnected with KALA.  “It was like I never left.  I have enjoyed being greeted by 
familiar faces and look forward to getting to know the new ones!” 
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KALA Treasurer’s Report 
Kimberly R. Gray, CP 
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KANSAS ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL ASSISTANTS, INC. 
July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010 

 
 

Officers 
President 
Cheryl L. Clark, ACP 
 
316/267-7361 
cclark@fleeson.com  
 
 
First Vice President 
Shelly Bird, ACP 
 
316/291-9770 
sbird@foulston.com 
 
 
Second Vice President 
Susan K. Teel 
 
316/613-3720 
steel@boisseau.com 
 
 
Secretary 
Amy Jo Anderson, CLA 
 
316/609-7920 
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KANSAS ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL ASSISTANTS, INC. 
July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010 

Committees 
All committee members are welcome and encouraged to attend KALA’s monthly Board of Directors Meetings. 

 

We have plenty of room for more smiling faces on our committees.  Come join the fun and become an active member of KALA!!! 
 

Annual Seminar  Linda Siders, ACP 
  Committee Members .............Kimberly R. Gray, CP 316/291-9557 kgray@foulston.com 
   and..........................Shelly Bird, ACP 316/291-9770 sbird@foulston.com 
  Brochure ...............................Linda Siders, ACP 
 
Community Projects Sharon K. Kincaid, CLA 316/267-0331 skincaid@kmazlaw.com 
 Project Liaisons 
  LAPP........................................Sharon K. Kincaid, CLA 
  River Festival Annette L. Meece, CLA 316/267-0331 ameece@kmazlaw.com 
  Wichita Children’s Home Deidra K. Thomas, CLA 316/291-9711 dthomas@foulston.com 
 
Education...........................................Cheryl L. Clark, ACP 316/267-7361 cclark@fleeson.com 
 CLA Study Course Sharon L. Kincaid, CLA 
 CLA Testing Liaison Kimberly R. Gray, CP 
 
Job Registry ......................................Keesha Graham, CLA 316/828-6573 keesha.graham@kochind.com 
 
KALA Reports  Editor Nancy Mendenhall, ACP 
 Assistant Editor Jeannie Taylor Kline   jeannie.kline@kochchemtech.com 
 Technical Editorial Staff Liz Unruh 316/263-1881 lizunruh@d-o-c-s.net 
                     and……………….Angie Beehler   abeehler@d-o-c-s.net 
 Proofreaders Sharon K. Kincaid, CLA 
   and..........................Clarissa M. Scillia 316/729-7752 cmscillia@cox.net 
   and..........................Pam Bailey, ACP 
   and..........................Sherri Teer, CLA 316/729-9600 steer@amfam.com 
  
KALA Website..................................Pam Bailey, ACP  
 
KBA/WBA Liaison Cheryl L. Clark, ACP 
   and..........................Linda Siders, ACP 
 
Legislative..........................................Nancy Mendenhall, ACP 
 
KALA Membership  Shelly Bird, ACP 316/291-9770 sbird@foulston.com 
 KALA Directory Shelly Bird, ACP   
 Membership Committee Shelly Bird, ACP 
   and..........................Cheryl L. Clark ACP 
   and..........................Christi Powell, CLA 316/291-9745 cpowell@foulston.com 
 New Member Liaison Christi Powell, CLA 
  
Nomination & Elections Rebecca Allen, CLA 
 
Scholarship Committee Cheryl L. Clark ACP 
   and..........................Kimberly R. Gray, CP 
   and..........................Sharla Englebright, CLA 316/660-4891 senglebr@dc18.com 
 
Speakers/Programs Susan K. Teel 316/291-9731 steel@boisseau.com 
   and..........................Sharon K. Kincaid, CLA 
   and..........................Shelly Bird, ACP 
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Calendar Of Events 
 

SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ARE  IN BLUE           DEADLINES ARE IN RED           COMMUNITY SUPPORT EVENTS ARE IN GREEN         

TBA - TO BE ANNOUNCED 

June/2009 
 5 KALA Annual Seminar & Meeting  
TBA KALA Board of Directors Meeting  
 24 Article deadline for KALA Reports  
   May/June 2009 issue 
 
 

July/2009 
1 New KALA Board takes office 

TBA CLA Exam  
TBA KALA Board of Directors Meeting  
8-11 NALA 34th Annual Convention  
   San Diego, California 
  
 

August/2009 
     2  KALA Picnic @ Sedgwick Co. Park  
    Shelter #2, 4:00 pm - whenever 
 18 KALA Board of Directors Meeting at  
    12 p.m. 
 24 Article deadline for KALA Reports  
   September/October 2009 issue 
 

September/2009 
 6-7 MDA Telethon 
TBA KALA Membership Meeting at 12 p.m. 
TBA KALA Board of Directors Meeting at 12 

p.m. 
 
 

October/2009 
TBA Deadline to register for December CLA 

Exam 
TBA KALA Membership Meeting at 12 p.m. 
TBA KALA Board of Directors Meeting at 6 

p.m. 
TBA New Member Luncheon 
 23 Article deadline for KALA Reports  
   November/December 2009 issue 
TBA Dress For Success Wichita’s  
   8th Annual Boo & Brew 
 
 

November/2009 
TBA KALA Membership Meeting at 12 p.m. 
TBA NALA - CLA/CP Short Course 
   Dallas, Texas 
TBA KALA Board of Directors Meeting at 12 

p.m. 
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KALA MEMBERS AND FRIENDS Welcome back to KALA Reports! 
 
After a brief respite, KALA is pleased to bring back KALA Reports!  We are be-
ginning a new year in KALA with new Officers and Directors as well as new 
committee chairs.  The NALA convention is coming up July 7th through July 10th 
and KALA wishes our representatives a great trip as they travel to San Diego to 
show off Kansas Paralegals! 
 
We will be looking to our KALA membership as well as others involved in the le-
gal field from Kansas to contribute to upcoming editions of KALA Reports provid-
ing a publication made up by various columns, articles and personal information 
and data to show off KALA members, our projects and educational programs 
while at the same time  providing news updates and forums for paralegals/legal 
assistants in Kansas. 
 
KALA Reports looks forward to reaching out and welcomes all input to highlight 
our profession as well as our affiliate and State. 
 
Until next time. . . . 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


