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MINUTES

KANSAS ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION AUTHORITY

December 5, 2014
Kansas Corporation Commission, 1500 SW Arrowhead Road, Topeka, KS

Members Present

Earnie Lehman, Chairman
Representative Dennis Hedke, Vice-chairman
Les Evans
Senator Marci Francisco
Representative Annie Kuether

Member Absent

Tim McKee, Secretary

Staff Present

Eddie Penner, Kansas Legislative Research Department
Matt Sterling, Office of Revisor of Statutes
Tamera Lawrence, Office of Revisor of Statutes
Rebecca Cole, Committee Assistant

Chairman  Lehman  called  the  meeting  to  order.  The  agenda  for  the  meeting  was 
reviewed. Les  Evans moved  to  approve  the  agenda;  the  motion  was  seconded  by  Vice-
chairman Hedke. The motion carried.

Mr.  Evans moved to approve the minutes of  the September 19,  2014,  meeting;  the 
motion was seconded by Vice-chairman Hedke. The motion carried.

Chairman Lehman provided an update on the FY 2015 Expenditure Report. The report, 
dated through November 30,  2014,  showed an ending balance of  $205,867.  There was no 
further discussion on the Expenditure Report (Attachment 1).

Updates  by Prairie Wind Transmission, ITC Great Plains, and CleanLine Energy  were 
provided in the form of handouts (Attachment 2, 3, 4   and 5  ). Chairman Lehman recognized 
Michael White, ITC Great Plains, who confirmed the V-Plan is set to be energized by December 
31, 2014. Westar Energy held an open house to discuss potential routes for replacement of the 
existing power line from Jeffrey Energy Center to the East Manhattan substation. More than 200 
people  attended.  Westar  anticipates  selecting a route and submitting a siting application  in 
spring 2015.



Chairman Lehman  discussed the ceremony celebrating the completion of  the  Prairie 
Wind Transmission segment of the V-Plan. The ITC Great Plains portion of the V-Plan is set to 
be energized sometime before the end of December. During the Prairie Wind ceremony, former 
Representative Carl Holmes was honored for his passion for transmission and for his support in 
getting the V-Plan started.

Chairman Lehman opened discussion on the assessment of the effects of the Clean 
Power Plan on grid  reliability (Attachment 6).  Vice-chairman Hedke expressed his concerns 
about  the  Clean  Power  Plan  and  recommended  KETAfile  an opinion  via letter  to  the U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  confirming  KETA’s  concerns,  based  on  the  many 
reports previously submitted to the EPA. After extensive discussion among Authority members 
regarding the contents of the letter, Chairman Lehman stated he will draft a letter on behalf of 
KETA to the Honorable Gina McCarthy,  Administrator  of  the EPA,  expressing concerns that 
meeting the EPA’s goals in the manner and on the time-line proposed will:

● Jeopardize the reliability of Kansas electric service;
● Cause significant increases in electricity costs;
● Obstruct full development and use of Kansas energy; and
● Require too much too fast.

Chairman Lehman will copy the Kansas congressional delegation on the letter to the 
EPA, which will be sent within ten days.

Chairman Lehman opened the discussion of KETA’s Advisory Council, referencing the 
written  comments  submitted  by  several  Authority members  (Attachment  7).  Representative 
Kuether  agreed with Mr.  McKee’s  written recommendation to have representatives from the 
Kansas Power  Pool,  rural  electric  cooperative  community,  the  municipal  electric  utility 
community,  Citizens’ Utility Ratepayer Board (CURB), and the agricultural community on the 
Advisory  Council.  Senator  Francisco  requested  more  information  on  why  the  agricultural 
community, as opposed to other parts of the business community, was suggested for inclusion. 
She  is  interested  in  seeing  consumers  represented  on  the  Council.  Mr.  Evans  noted  the 
importance of having members who participate in SPP committees, since SPP is the regional 
transmission planner.  He also  suggested members with  ties to  economic  development  and 
members who can address the ultimate impact of transmission. Chairman Lehman will draft a 
straw-man proposal  for  consideration  at  the  next  KETA meeting. He  will  address  both  the 
charge for the Advisory Council and the constituencies that should be represented. Staff will 
circulate the proposal and collect comments for discussion at the next meeting. The next KETA 
meeting is scheduled, tentatively, for January 5, 2015, at 1:30 p.m. (depending on whether new 
members have been appointed to KETA), with January 23, 2015, selected as a backup date. 

Chairman Lehman recognized Senator Francisco for comments on the SPP meeting in 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Senator  Francisco stated the SPP was hesitant  to take action on its 
integrated  transmission  plans  without  a  full  understanding  of  the  Clean  Power  Plan  rule. 
Because  the  Plan  seems  to  suggest  more  transmission  will  be  needed,  SPP  discussed 
speeding up its planning process by replacing its 20-year integrated transmission plan with a 
10-year  plan.  SPP voted to seek permission from FERC to deviate from the required tariff 
obligations  which  address  the cycle  of  transmission planning. The SPP also  discussed the 
impact on its budget of potentially adding two new members. 

The Chairman discussed upcoming SPP meetings.  The Board of  Directors Members 
Committee is December 9, 2014, in Little Rock, Arkansas. The Regional State Committee and 
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the Board of Directors Members Committee meet January 26-27, 2015, in Dallas, Texas. At this 
time, KETA members were not sure if their schedules would allow them to attend (Atta  chment   
8). Mr. Evans moved to allow KETA members to be reimbursed for expenses associated with 
attending  the  December  9,  2014, and  January  26-27,  2015,  meetings.  Senator  Francisco 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Chairman Lehman reviewed the 2014 KETA Annual Report  Draft (Attachment 9) and 
proposed  that  he  would  finalize  the  Report  with  the  help  of  Kansas  Legislative  Research 
Department staff. Senator Francisco suggested the report include KETA’s comments to the EPA, 
as well as KETA’s actions to solicit input on the membership and scope of the Advisory Council. 
Vice-chairman Hedke moved to authorize Chairman Lehman to work with  staff to  finalize and 
submit the Annual Report, seconded by Mr. Evans. The motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Tim McKee, Secretary

Approved by the Authority on:

            March 20, 2015         
       (Date)
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