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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY

| Undersheriff Brandon Gaede
i 7 Phillips County Sheriff’s Office
. End of Watch: Friday, June 27, 2025

\ 4 Age: 30
Tour: 8 years
Badge: 808

Cause: Gunfire

Weapon: Firearm

Offender: Shot and killed

Undersheriff Brandon Gaede was shot and killed while arresting a subject at 899 1st Street in
Phillipsburg around 9:28 p.m.

After receiving a call about loud booms and explosions around 6:00 p.m., responding officers
were unable to find the source but cleared the area, attributing the noise to fireworks. At 8:30
p.m., Undersheriff Gaede responded to the scene after three more calls were made. When he
encountered a subject outside his house, the man denied setting off fireworks. Undersheriff
Gaede cleared the call but stayed in the area, believing that someone was exploding
something stronger than commercial-grade fireworks. Another call came in regarding
explosives at 9:18, and Undersheriff Gaede was immediately on the scene and found the
same subject in his yard and smoke nearby. The man admitted to setting off explosives, not
commercial-grade fireworks, a felony in Kansas. While placing the subject in handcuffs, the
man pulled out a concealed handgun and shot Undersheriff Gaede five times. He returned
fire, Killing the subject.

Undersheriff Gaede was transported to a local hospital, where he succumbed to his wounds
less than an hour later.

An investigation revealed the suspect had more than 33 pounds of illegal explosive materials,
over 20 firearms, and a stockpile of ammunition.

Undersheriff Gaede had served with the Phillips County Sheriff's Office for eight years. He is
survived by his wife and three children.



LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY

Deputy Sheriff Elijah Ming
Wyandotte County Sheriff’s Office
End of Watch: Saturday, July 26, 2025

Age: 34
Tour: 9 years
Badge: Not available

Cause: Gunfire

Weapon: Firearm

Offender: In custody

Deputy Sheriff Elijah Ming was shot and killed responding to a domestic situation at 2627 S. 30th
Street, at approximately 3:45 p.m.

Deputy Ming and an officer from the Kansas City Police Department were responding to a request for a
civil standby for a woman to move out of a home after being threatened by a man with a gun. Upon their
arrival, the man began shooting and struck Deputy Ming. As additional officers arrived to assist, gunfire
was exchanged, and the man barricaded himself in the home.

Deputy Ming was rushed to a nearby hospital, where he succumbed to his wounds at approximately 8
p.m.

After nearly 90 minutes, the suspect, who had been shot during the initial exchange of gunfire, exited
the home and was taken into custody before being taken to a nearby hospital with non-life-threatening
injuries.

Deputy Ming had served with the Wyandotte County Sheriff's Department for nine years. He is survived
by his wife and son.



LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY

Police Officer Hunter Simoncic
Kansas City Police Department

End of Watch: Tuesday, August 26, 2025

Age: 26
Tour: 1 year, 9 months
Badge: 2217

Cause: Vehicular assault

Weapon: Automobile

Offender: In custody

Police Officer Hunter Simoncic was intentionally struck and killed by the driver of a fleeing vehicle while
he was deploying stop sticks on College Parkway and State Avenue in Kansas City.

When responding to reports of gunfire in the area at 12:30 a.m., officers discovered an unconscious
man in the driver's seat of a truck. As they approached, the driver fled, and officers pursued. The subject
changed vehicles and continued to evade officers. Officer Simoncic and another officer were laying
down stop sticks when the man intentionally drove over a median and swerved into Officer Simoncic,
before driving away. Officer Simoncic was transported to the University of Kansas Medical Center, where
he succumbed to his injuries.

The suspect crashed his truck and was taken to the hospital with non-ife-threatening injuries. When he
was released, he was arrested on suspicion of first-degree murder, vehicular homicide, fleeing or
attempting to elude a police officer, theft, criminal possession of a firearm, and aggravated failure to
appear. The suspect, a convicted felon, had a warrant for his arrest and had a history of felony resisting
arrest and evading law enforcement.

Officer Simoncic had served with the Kansas City Police Department for over one year. He was survived
by his parents and brother.



LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY

Sergeant Scott William Heimann

Hays Police Department

End of Watch: Friday, September 28, 2025

Age: 32
Tour: 9 years
Badge: 512

Cause: Gunfire

Weapon: Firearm

Offender: Committed suicide

Sergeant Scott Heimann was shot and killed responding to a domestic violence call near the 2200 block
of Downing Street in Hays at approximately 1:56 a.m.

Around 11:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 27, authorities were responding to a call for help from a
woman attempting to flee from a domestic violence attack. While leaving, her attacker hit her car, and
she sought cover in a neighbor's home. When officers arrived at the suspect's home, he had begun to
barricade himself in the house. He stated that he planned on killing himself and any officers who
attempted to enter his house.

Officers set up a perimeter around the suspect's home while authorities tried to negotiate with the
suspect to surrender peacefully. Sergeant Heimann was responsible for the team in the alley behind the
home. At 1:56, the suspect fired from inside the house with a thermal scope, hitting Sergeant Heimann.

Sergeant Heimann was immediately treated with life-saving measures and transported via air to a
regional hospital, where he succumbed to his wounds at 4:03 a.m.

Several local, regional, and state teams responded to negotiate with the shooter, who was ultimately
found dead in his home with a self-inflicted gunshot wound at 6:29 a.m.

Sergeant Heimann had served with the Hays Police Department for nine years and was a member of
the Special Situation Response Team. He is survived by his wife, daughter, son, parents, two brothers,
two sisters, grandmother, nieces, and nephews.



OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY

STATE OF KANSAS

Year Killed

2005 2 2012 2 2019 0
2006 2 2013 0 2020 S
2007 1 2014 1 2021 1
2008 0 2015 1 2022 1
2009 1 2016 3 2023 2
2010 2 2017 0 2024 0
2011 1 2018 3 2025 4

Line of Duty Deaths
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

2010

ASSAULTED TREND

2011
2012
2013

2014
2015
2018

2017
2018
2018

2020

2021
2022

2023
2024
2025

Year LEO Percent Year LEO Percent Year LEO Percent
Reported Assaults Change Reported Assaults Change Reported Assaults Change
2005 1,145 -1.7% 2012 961 6.0% 2019 1,156 -3.3%
2006 1,105 -3.5% 2013 1,017 5.8% 2020 1,327 14.8%
2007 1,175 6.3% 2014 1,010 -0.7% 2021 1,124 -15.3%
2008 1,024 -12.9% 2015 919 -9.0% 2022 1,357 20.7%
2009 1,004 -2.0% 2016 934 1.6% 2023 1,351 -0.4%
2010 1,010 0.6% 2017 1,107 18.5% 2024 1,200 -11.2%
2011 907 -10.2% 2018 1,195 7.9% 2025 1,357 13.1%

The data contained within this table reflect only the assaults submitted by local agencies through the Law Enforcement

Officers Killed or Assaulted report.




ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

ASSIGNMENT BY CIRCUMSTANCE

Circumstance Two Person Vehicle | One Person Vehicle Detective Other
Alone Assisted | Alone Assisted | Alone Assisted

Disturbance 27 76 347 1 1 5 20
Burglary 2 5 40 0 0 0 0
Robbery 2 0 7 0 0 0 0
Other Arrest 6 15 62 0 g 0 8
Civil Disorder 0 0 4 0 1 0

Prisoners 0 6 25 0 S 24 50
Suspicious 3 13 50 0 0 2 2
Ambush 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Mentally Disturbed 6 14 67 0 1 0 17
Traffic Stop 6 18 64 0 2 0 S
All Other &3 80 222 0 7 1 5
Total 85 227 888 1 18 32 106

ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

ASSAULTS CLEARED
Total Assaults | Percent 2025 2024 2023

Circumstance Assaults |Cleared |Cleared Circumstance Cleared |[Cleared |Cleared

Disturbance 477 468 98.1% Disturbance 98.1% 97.1% 98.4%
Burglary 47 471 100.0% Burglary 100.0%| 100.0%| 100.0%
Robbery 9 9| 100.0% Robbery 100.0%| 100.0%| 100.0%
Other Arrest 94 89 94.7% Other Arrest 94.7% 98.6% 97.1%
Civil Disorder 5 5| 100.0% Civil Disorder 100.0%| 100.0%| 100.0%
Prisoners 108 99 91.7% Prisoners 91.7% 97.1% 95.1%
Suspicious 70 66 94.3% Suspicious 94.3% 98.6% 97.8%
Ambush 1 11 100.0% Ambush 100.0% NA NA
Mentally Disturbed 105 91 86.7% Mentally Disturbed 86.7% 82.9% 86.2%
Traffic Stop 93 91 97.8% Traffic Stop 97.8% 94.3% 96.8%
All Other 348 337 96.8% All Other 96.8% 98.1% 97.6%
Total 1,357 1,303| 96.0% Total 96.0% 96.1%| 96.7%

Law enforcement agencies can clear offenses by arrest or exceptional means (i.e., when they can identify the

perpetrator but are unable to make an arrest due to circumstances beyond their control, such as the death or
suicide of the subject).




ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

TWENTY-FOUR HOUR TREND

Assaults Time of Day
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Time Assaults DAY VS NIGHT ASSAULTS ON LAW
0:01-2:00 136
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

2:01-4:00 100

4:01-6:00 40

6:01-8:00 51

8:01-10:00 92

10:01-12:00 85

12:01-14:00 109

14:01-16:00 116

16:01-18:00 122

18:01-20:00 158

20:01-22:00 176

22:01-00:00 172

Total 1,357

Day = 06:01-18:00 Night = 18:01-06:00




ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

OCCURENCE BY WEAPON WITH OR WITHOUT INJURY

Weapon Injury No Injury Total
Firearms 1 51 52
Knife 3 88 36
All Other 20 196 216
Personal (Hands, Fist, Feet) 261 792 1,053
Total 285 1,072 1,357
Injury by Weapon Type
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ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

WEAPON USE BY CIRCUMSTANCE

Circumstance Firearms Knife Personal All Other Total
(Hands, Fist, Feet)
Ambush 0 0 1 0 1
Burglary 0 0 38 9 47
Civil Disorder 0 0 4 1 5
Disturbance 17 11 394 55 AT7
Mentally Disturbed 0 5 93 7 105
Other Arrest 10 1 72 11 94
Prisoners 0 0 74 34 108
Robbery 1 2 6 0 9
Suspicious 7 6 43 14 70
Traffic Stop 4 2 46 41 93
All Other 13 9 281 45 348
Total 52 36 1,052 217 1,357
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ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

WEAPON USE BY CIRCUMSTANCE (continued)

Circumstance Firearms Knife Personal All Other Total
(Hands, Fist, Feet)
Ambush 0 0 1 0 1
Burglary 0 0 38 9 47
Civil Disorder 0 0 4 1 5
Disturbance 17 11 394 55 AT7
Mentally Disturbed 0 5 93 7 105
Other Arrest 10 1 72 11 94
Prisoners 0 0 74 34 108
Robbery 1 2 6 0 9
Suspicious 7 6 43 14 70
Traffic Stop 4 2 46 41 93
All Other 13 9 281 45 348
Total 52 36 1,052 217 1,357
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